[EXAMPLE]
WINTERIZATION PLAN

[AW Number, Operation Name]

[Global ID, Ranch Name]

Date of Preparation: [Enter Date] Date of Latest update: [Enter Date]



Winterization Plan for Stormwater Sediment and Erosion Reduction

Soil erosion and sediment deposition are primary contributors to lowered surface water quality
from farmlands. In areas where there are steep slopes, erodible soils, and intense storm
characteristics, sediment delivery from farmlands can be relatively high. Roads and other
areas of disturbed ground where bare soils are susceptible to the erosive action of water and
wind can also be major contributors of sediment to waterbodies.

A Winterization Plan is an initial step towards reducing sediment runoff from a ranch during
winter rains. If the Winterization Plan proves effective, it can be formalized into a Sediment
and Erosion Management Plan (SEMP), which is required for all farming operations enrolled
in the Central Coast Water Board’s Irrigated Lands Program (ILP, also known as the Ag
Order). For less effective Winterization Plans, every effort should be made to develop a robust
SEMP prior to the next rainy season.

1. Does this ranch drain towards a water body which is impaired (303d list) due to
sediment or turbidity (cloudiness), and/or did it receive a complaint?

yes no

If yes, it is important to respond to the subsequent questions.

2. Is any sediment coming on to your property and causing a problem?

yes no

If yes, you should document this with photographs, observations, and written
notes in Attachment 1: Documentation of Run-On.

3. Does any sediment run off your property during winter storm events?

yes no

If no, use the table below to identify any management actions that you are
currently taking, which result in a lack of sediment runoff from this ranch. Add
the letter “E” for “existing” next to each entry. Or explain here why there is no
sediment runoff:

If yes (to Question 3, previous page), use the table below to identify the
management actions you plan to implement immediately to reduce sediment
runoff this winter. Add the letter “P” for “planned” next to each entry.




Practice Practice Practice
Practices for Managing Sediment currently tried — Under N/A
in Did consideration
use (# Not (where)
acres) work

Keeping soil on the field

Manage prior year crop residue

Ensure rows are aligned for proper drainage and to
reduce erosion

Plant buffer strips at field edges and row ends

Use Polyacrylimide (PAM) in irrigation water

Cover bare soil with grass or mulch

Don’t over-water

Other

Practices to reduce sediment from access roads

Grade road to reduce on road erosion

Control concentrated drainage on road (culverts,
rolling dips, etc.)

Direct drainage off road (to vegetative areas,
ditches, sediment basins, etc.)

Protect roads in rainy season: seed roads, rice
straw, gravel, avoid use, etc.)

Other

Reduce erosion on non-crop areas of farm

Plant Filter/Buffer Strips

Grass the waterways

Establish trees/shrubs along the perimeter

Other




Practices to reduce wind erosion

Plant hedgerows

Plant windbreaks / shelterbelts

Plant Cover Crops

Mulch uncovered soil

Leave residue from prior crop on soil until you are
ready to plant

Other

Structures for sediment control:

Sediment Basin

Underground Outlet pipe to redirect water

Lined waterways

Other




Check your success in stopping sediment runoff by:

1.
2.

3.
4.

Walking the property perimeter in big rainstorms to look for runoff areas.
Being sure that drainage to ditches and streams are not concentrated so that
they don’t cause erosion!

Looking for blowing soil during high winds,

Taking pictures before and after you install practices.

If you see erosion or storm runoff with sediment, go back and reevaluate
practices.



Attachment 1: Documentation of Run-On



Attachment 2:
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